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Concept drawing of the proposed expansion of Aberdeen Centre. The project must be approved by city council before it

can proceed.

Aberdeen eyes expansion

By BoB MACKIN
News Repox'ger

The centrepiece  of
Richmond’s Asia West shop-
ping corridor is hoping to
double in size before 1999.

Aberdeen Centre’s parent
company, Fairchild
Developments, announced
last Friday plans to expand
the thriving mall. Pending
city council’s approval, the
$60-miltion project will
begin construction by the
end of 1997 and open by
early 1999.

“It’s intended to be one of
the major tourist attractions,
not just for the City of
Richmond, but on the west
coast of Canada,” said
Patrick Wong, Fairchild’s
executive director.
“Aberdeen Centre always
wanted to be an international
shopping centre with a touch
of Asian flavor”

Aberdeen, which opened
in 1990, has 60 retail shops
and parking stalls for 400
vehicles. The expansion pro-
ject will increase the amount
of shops to 400 and parking
spots to 1,000.

Fairchild plans to achieve
this through a number of

$60-million project will double the
size of the mall

“Going underground in Richmond is
comparable to loading a boat,

so to speak.”
— Paul Leong

potentially  controversial
methods. The whole project
goes under the public micro-
scope sometime in the new
year when Fairchild’s devel-
opment proposal goes before
city council.

The construction will
take place in Aberdeen’s
parking lot and part of
Hazelbridge Way. Fairchild
is hoping city council will
approve its proposal to re-
route and curve Hazelbridge
in such a fashion that it
meets up with Northgate
Way on the other side of
Cambie Road. Architect
Paul Leong said it will be the
solution to the chronic traffic
congestion in the area.

“To facilitate a smoother
flow, or transition in this area

it was necessary to align
Hazelbridge with Northgate
Way to the north,” said
Leong, who designed
Aberdeen Centre and its
neighbor, Parker Place.
“That’s one of the key issues
for the success of this plan.”

Browngate Road, to the
south of the Aberdeen prop-
erty, may eventually . be
expanded for traffic between
No. 3 Road and Hazelbridge.

The new parcel of land

would house two levels of
parking, (one underground,
the other rooftop) and two
levels of retail space in
between. The underground
parking garage would be
achieved by raising the first
retail level by more than two
feet off the ground. The

parking wouldn’t be fully
underground, however.
Leong said it will be 80 per-
cent submerged.

“Going underground in
Richmond is comparable to
loading a boat, so to spe:
he said. “One of the issues
that we need is sufficient
weight to load it down. It is
an additional cost, but its
also going to be a key ele-
ment for the overall success
of the project.”

The project will involve
landscaping around the
perimeter of the property.

Leong said the mall’s
design, both inside and out,
will be a reaction to the big
box mentality overtaking
retail property throughout
the Lower Mainland. In his
presentation, he used phras-
es like “user friendly” and
“pedestrian oriented.”

“It’ll be less sterile, (with)
more identity, more person-
ality. The direction of the
mall will stay the same. It
will be a retail mall, but
we’re looking at this as a
place for everybody.”

The site will include a
civic plaza that Leong said
could be used for public cer-
emonies and celebrations.
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